DODGE COUNTY CONSERVATION/EXTENSION COMMITTEE
MINUTES
October 20, 2025

The Dodge County Conservation/Extension Committee met Monday, October 20th at 8:30 AM in

the Dodge County Administration Building, 1%t Floor Auditorium, 127 East Oak Street, Juneau, WI.
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CALL TO ORDER: Andrew Johnson - District 9, called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

PRESENT: Following members: John Kraus Jr — District 4; William Foley, Lake Representative; Benjamin
Priesgen — District 16; Ken Weninger, Member of the farming community, and Lisa Derr — District 32.
Absent: Dale Macheel — District 3

Also present: John Bohonek, County Conservationist; Cheryl Lohry, Administrative Support Specialist;
Marie Witzel, Positive Youth Development Educator; and Mike Burg.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Kraus moves to approve minutes from September 15, 2025. Second by
Weninger. Motion was approved 6-0.

MARIE WITZEL, 4-H POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT EDUCATOR, “NATIONAL 4-H WEEK IN
DODGE COUNTY”: During National 4-H Week (October 5-11), Marie promoted Dodge County 4-H on
Hometown Today and highlighted Governor Evers’ proclamation recognizing the week statewide. She
shared that 630 youth participated last year, with strong representation from both rural and city areas.
Recent data show Dodge County youth feel supported, purposeful, and engaged in 4-H, with high levels of
passion and leadership interest. Enrollment and leader registration are undewvay, and efforts continue to fill
an AmeriCorps position to expand after-school programming.

OTHER AGENDCY ADVISOR MONTHLY UPDATES ON SIGNIFICANT WORK ACTIVITIES & ISSUES:
There were no updates from other agencies.

‘WILDLIFE CROP DAMAGE PROGRAM, CONSIDER 2025 CROP PRICES AND 2026 PROGRAM
BUDGET PRESENTED BY MIKE BURG: Mike Burg presented the 2025 crop prices and the 2026 program
budget to the committee. Motion by Derr to approve the 2025 crop prices as presented. Second by
Weninger. Motion was approved 6-0. Motion by Kraus to approve the 2026 program budget as presented.
Second by Weininger. Motion was approved 6-0.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION UPDATED, NOTICES OF NON-COMPLIANCE: Bohonek presented two
notices of non-compliances to the committee. Todd Peterson and Gordon Strauss stated that they wish not
to be in the program anymore due to various reasons of their own. Motion by Weininger to approve the
notices of non-compliance. Second by Derr. Motion was approved 6-0.

APPROVE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FOR NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS:
Bohonek updated the committee that this is an annual membership and in the past we have done this by
giving a donation of $100 which was included in the 2025 budget. Motion by Kraus to approve sending in
$100 donation for the membership. Second by Weininger. Motion was approved 6-0.

APPROVE 3R° QUARTER REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST FOR WILDLIFE DAMAGE PROGRAM:
Bohonek gave a brief overview of the 3@ quarter reimbursement for wildlife damage program with the
committee. Motion by Kraus to approve the 3™ quarter reimbursement request for wildlife damage program.
Second by Weininger. Motion was approved 6-0.

UPDATE OF ANNUAL WORK PLAN: Bohonek updated the committee that the annual work plan
references the land and water plan that uses acres not percentages; therefore, he suggested that it be kept

acres.

UPDATE COMMITTEE ON PROCESS FOR UPDATING THE MANURE STORAGE ORDINANCE:
Bohonek updated the committee that he had been working with Lisa Trumble on the manure storage
ordinance in the past. He found out that a Jennifer is now the new contact. One caution that Jennifer gave
John was that whatever you do, make sure you have enough staff that can handle the updates.

VEHICLE UPDATE: Bohonek updated the committee that the Ford Explorer was recently into the
automotive shop for new tires and with new tires, you should have an alignment done. The automotive shop
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informed John that an alignment cannot be done due to the lower ball joints and rear shocks were bad. The
- cost of repairs were $1,392.63.

14. STAFFING UPDATE: Bohonek updated the committee that he did put in his final letter to retire. His last day
will be December 10%, 2025. The thought process was to get someone in here as Conservationist before
John leaves so that the person could get training from John.

15. COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:

Lake Sinissippi District Meeting Updates — Andrew Johnson discussed that the treasurer informed
the board that the annual liability insurance proposal for renewal increased $2200 to $2900. She will
look into reason. She suspects that the increase is due to the large dollar amounts of next year's
projects (2 big plans/studies). Commissioners were informed that new LSID much improved website
will go live on November 30™. LSID is waiting to hear back from DNR for a surface water grant up to
$20K for shoreline mapping. The dredging study is currently under internal review by the vendor and
then will also be reviewed by consultant Ron French. The chair gave commissioners an update on
fish stocking that took place this year. 370 largemouth, 1100 smallmouth, 2700 blue gill, 1800 perch,
and 750 northern. Sandy Jones, Village of Hustisford, updated commissioners on the Village's effort
to replace piers at Neider Park and downtown. They are looking for partners to raise funds.

Beaver Dam Lake District Meeting Updates — Bill Foley discussed that DNR Fishery completed
the second year for rough fish population analysis at Trestle Bay. The catch density in 2024 was 712
#A with 2025 now reporting at 752 #/A. The combination of carp and buffalo species was 1198
#/Acre, USFW identify 90 #/A. as the targeted density. Preliminary work for the second phase of the
DNR Fishery rough fish study was imitated at Rakes Bay. The BDL District received excellent
assistance from Cory Welsh and the Town of Westford identifying access points and assisting with
Producer participation. The BDL District has taken the first steps to layout native species for planting
at Derge Park. Bill Eihenbech and Jason Roy joined Nicki Hupf and Bill Foley to walk the park and
identify potential locations. These areas were then identified with field measurements. This project
will provide for an improved park experience while providing an example to others who consider
shoreline planting.

Fox Lake District Meeting Updates — Dale Macheel was not present at the meeting.

16. NEXT MEETING: The next monthly meeting will be held on November 24% at 8:30 a.m.
17. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: none.

18. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before this Committee. The meeting was
adjourned at 9:28 a.m. by Chairperson Johnson.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Flanders/Cheryl Loh

Andrew Johnson, gﬁairperson
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ohn Kraus Jr, Secref{gry
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