DODGE COUNTY CONSERVATION/EXTENSION COMMITTEE
MINUTES
September 15, 2025

The Dodge County Conservation/Extension Committee met Monday, September 15™ at 8:30 AM

in the Dodge County Administration Building, 1%t Floor Auditorium, 127 East Oak Street, Juneau, W

1.
2.

CALL TO ORDER: Andrew Johnson — District 9, called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

PRESENT: Following members: Dale Macheel — District 3; John Kraus Jr - District 4; William Foley, Lake
Representative; Benjamin Priesgen — District 16; Ken Weninger, Member of the farming community, and
Lisa Derr — District 32.

Also present: Dave Frohling, County Board Chair; John Bohonek, County Conservationist; Cheryl Lohry,
Administrative Support Specialist; Pat Malone, UW-Extension Community Development Educator; Marie
Witzel, Positive Youth Development Educator; and Pattie Carroll, Human Development & Relationships
Educator.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Johnson informed the committee that there is one change. On the date of next

10.

1".

meeting, it should be September not August. Kraus moves to approve amended minutes from August 25,
2025. Second by Weninger. Motion was approved 7-0.

PAT MALONE, UW-EXTENSION COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT EDUCATOR, “FIRST IMPRESSIONS
AND SMALL COMMUNITY FORUM”: Pat Malone presented to the committee on the First Impressions
program, which partners communities o conduct anonymous visits and provide feedback on downtown
development, signage, and overall community appearance. Reports from recent visits are being finalized to
help participating towns generate improvement ideas and partnerships. An update was also shared about
the upcoming Small Community Forum on October 7 in Hustisford, hosted by the local PATH group in
partnership with Extension. The event will bring together small communities across the state to network,
share strategies, and discuss local projects.

OTHER AGENDCY ADVISOR MONTHLY UPDATES ON SIGNIFICANT WORK ACTIVITIES & ISSUES:
There were no updates from other agencies.

MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DODGE COUNTY COURTS FOR DRAINAGE BOARD
APPOINTMENT: Bohonek presented the board with the six interested candidates. The committee reviewed
the candidates information and circled three names to move forward. A decision was made to move to
agenda item #15 for now to allow the tabulation to be counted and then come back to voting on the three
candidates on whom they feel should be selected to move on.

THE COMMITTEE MOVED TO AGENDA ITEM #15.

The committee eliminated the list of candidates down to three to move forward and present to the County
Board of Supervisors. Those candidates are Ken Weninger, Mike Henneberry, and Adam Lechner. Motion
by Kraus to approve the three candidates. Second by Priesgen. Motion was approved 7-0.

APPROVE RESOLUTION FOR FUTURE WELL TESTING PROGRAM: Bohonek presented the options
that were given to the committee members at a previous meeting and went over the option that was
selected from the committee at that time. Resolution reflects Option B. Motion by Derr to approve the
resolution. Second by Kraus. Motion was approved 7-0.

DISCUSS POSSIBLE ARSENIC STUDY BY Wi GEOLOGICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY:
Bohonek updated the committee that he received a phone call from the WI Geological and Natural History
asking if he would give a letter of recommendation for a grant that they are applying for. This grant will
permit them to be able to create a model that can predict arsenic levels in ground water.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION UPDATES, NOTICES OF NON-COMPLIANCE: Bohonek discussed with
the committee that there are two farmers that would like to get out of the Farmland Preservation Program.
The committee decided to revisit this agenda item at the next meeting.

AUTHORIZE SIGNATURE FOR DEER DONATION PROGRAM: Bohonek discussed with the committee
that the deer donation program will be held this year again. Motion by Derr to approve the deer donation
program for this year. Second by Macheel. Motion was approved 7-0.
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12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

RECAP OF SOUTHERN AREA TOUR: Bohonek updated the committee that the Southern Area Tour was
held on September 4*. The committee discussed their experiences. Next year, Dane County will host this
event.

REVIEW OF ANNUAL WORK PLAN: Bohonek updated the committee that this was included in their
packet. The 2026 Annual Work Plan is due February or March to DATCP. Discussion was held. Derr would
like to see the annual report showing total new acres (not overlapping) minus the acreage of those that are
leaving programs for a net increase or decrease expressed by percentage in the plan. The committee will
revisit this agenda item at their December’s meeting.

UPDATE ON MANURE STORAGE ORDINANCE: Bohonek updated the committee on the Manure Storage
Ordinance. Two permit applications were received this year for manure storage. Discussion was held. Derr
would like Bohonek to speak with volunteer farmers to participate in doing a new manure storage ordinance.

UPDATE ON DODGE COUNTY’S AIRPORT FARM: Bohonek updated the committee on the two final bids.
Discussion was held by the committee on the final bids and difference between the two options. Motion by
Kraus to move forward with the research proposal submitted by Ag Unlimited to be approved for a 4-year
lease on the Dodge County airport. Second by Derr. Motion was approved 7-0.

THE COMMITTEE MOVED BACK TO AGENDA ITEM #7.
COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:

s Lake Sinissippi District Meeting Updates — Andrew Johnson discussed that LSID newly elected
commissioner Jim Rasche was given oath of office. Board members discussed water sampling plans
for the rest of this year and through winter. The board approved a DNR Grant Project Resolution that
aligns with LSID's Lake Management Plan for a cost-share for assessing shorefine conditions and
developing improvement strategies. Board members discussed fish stocking; Chair Kaemmerer
reported that 750 Northern Pike (10-12") were already stocked earlier this year and that LSID
received its DNR permit for fall stocking. Permit application rejected stocking muskies but approved
stocking large-mouth bass, perch, blue gills, and walleye. The funding for this fall's stocking will total
$14,000; $9,000 from LSID and $5,000 additionally from donations made to LSA and Rock River
Rescue. Board members also discussed ways to improve elections held at the annual meeting.

+ Beaver Dam Lake District Meeting Updates — Bill Foley discussed that BDLD completed a sonar
mapping of Beaver Dam Lake to record current depth and bottom condition. DNR will now use this
data for mapping and modeling. Preliminary DNR Surface water grant requests were submitted for
Mill Creek bank restoration and Rakes Bay vegetation point survey. At Derge Park and Trestle Bay,
BDLD stocked 24,000 bluegill. Bluegill were found to be in low density in the last survey which is
unfortunate because they are a natural predator for carp eggs and yearlings. Rakes Bay will be the
next targeted area for rough fish management on BDL. We have been fortunate to have had local
residents agree to allow access to this Bay which otherwise would have been a barrier to progress.

* Fox Lake District Meeting Updates ~ Dale Macheel discussed that MCO reported to FLD
committee that the equipment that MCO suggested FLD replace five years ago increased
tremendously in cost. A request was made at the last Town of Fox Lake board meeting to be allowed
to install straw bales in Town road ditches where high water flow occurs. Town of Fox Lake approved
the request and even suggested a silt fence. The Town later reconvened and reversed their decision
for further study. A problem had occurred when FLDO paid for and instalied a kayak launch in the
Town Park but did not communicate to the Town that they were responsible for maintenance. As a
result, it was never removed last winter and sustained heavy damage that the Town had to pay for.
The committee decided to hold off on the nanno bubblers until there is more research done on them.

17. NEXT MEETING: The next monthly meeting will be held on October 20% at 8:30 a.m.
18. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: none.
19. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before this Committee. The meeting was

adjourned at 9:46 a.m. by Chairperson Johnson.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Flanders/Cheryl Lohry
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Andrew Johnson, Chai eréon Jgihn Kraus Jr, Secretary
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