DODGE COUNTY CONSERVATION/EXTENSION COMMITTEE
AMENDED MINUTES
July 28, 2025

The Dodge County Conservation/Extension Committee met Monday, July 28" at 8:30 AM in the

Dodge County Administration Building, 15 Floor Auditorium, 127 East Oak Street, Juneau, WI.
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CALL TO ORDER: Andrew Johnson — District 9, called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

PRESENT: Following members: Dale Macheel — District 3; John Kraus Jr — District 4; William Foley, Lake
Representative; Lisa Derr — District 32; and Ken Weninger, Member of the farming community. Absent:
Benjamin Priesgen — District 16

Also present: Dave Frohling, County Board Chair; John Bohonek, County Conservationist; Manuel Pena,
Regional Bilingual Dairy Educator; Pattie Carroll, Human Development & Relationships Educator; Marie
Witzel, Youth Development Educator; Pat Malone, Community Development Educator; Kimberly Lafler,
FoodWiIse Educator; Melissa Beernink, Columbia/Dodge/Sauk FoodWIse Nutrition Coordinator; Kelly
Flanders, Administrative Support Specialist; and Cheryl Lohry, Administrative Support Specialist.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Johnson informed the committee that there is an amendment on page two.
Matthews should be spelled Matheus. Kraus moves to approve amended minutes from June 30, 2025.
Second by Foley. Motion approved 6-0.

2\° QUARTER YTD MUNIS REPORT: The committee tabled this agenda item.

ANNUAL REPORT: Marie highlighted the wide range of 4-H projects and their strong participation numbers,
noting the continued success of the Cloverbud SPARK program. Pattie shared positive community feedback
on the "Planning Ahead" program and reported on her involvement in the Director’s Caucus, focusing on
early childhood education, professional development, and advocacy. Manuel discussed having coordinated
calving management and feeder school workshops, noting his ability to provide real-time Spanish
interpretation as a bilingual educator. He is also collaborating with Cornell on a webinar series in Spanish.
Melisa gave an update on FoodWIlse and confirmed that the program will sunset this fall; she will remain
with FoodWilse through November.

KIMBERLY LAFLER, FOODWISE EDUCATOR"MOVEMENT THAT MATTER: THRIVING
STRONGBODIES & TAl CHI PROGRAMS WITH FOODWISE": Kimberly Lafler presented on the
StrongBodies and Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention programs, which are part of a statewide pilot. She
shared testimonials from older adults citing improved flexibility and social connectedness. The programs
support long-term health and wellness for aging populations.

REQUEST FROM LAKE SINISSIPPI IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR USGS
MONITORING STATIONS ON LAKE SINISSIPPI: Matheus readdressed the committee about the request.
After lengthy discussion, motion by Kraus to deny the request for funding, second by Macheel. Motion was
approved 5-0 with Johnson abstaining.

2025 BUDGET UDPATE: Bohonek informed the committee that the handout to the committee shows the
updates. The salaries and benefits part increased this year due to insurance changes with staff.

2026 PRELIMINARY BUDGET UPDATE: Bohonek presented the 2026 preliminary budget to the
committee. Discussion was held.

Kraus excused himself from the meeting.

APPROVE 2"° QUARTER REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST FOR WILDLIFE DAMAGE PROGRAM: Motion
by Macheel, second by Foley to approve. Motion approved 5-0.

APPROVE REIMBUSEMENT REQUEST FOR STAFFING GRANT: Motion by Derr, second by Weninger to
approve. Motion approved 5-0.

LAND AND WATER VIDEO “SOIL AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GRANTS”: Committee
reviewed video.
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14. DISCUSS POSSIBLE RESEARCH PROJECTS ON DODGE COUNTY’S AIRPORT FARM: Bohonek
- informed the committee that there was not much to report. The deadline is August 1%t which is coming up
and so far there has been a couple of people possibly interested; however, no bids have been put in.

15. COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:

Lake Sinissippi District Meeting Updates — Andrew Johnson discussed that Commissioners
passed a motion recommending the 2026 proposed LSID Budget that includes a $13K increase in
tax levy for Lake Management Plan (LMP) activities. Commissioners made final revisions for the
annual newsletter that will be mailed to the district and tasks for the annual meeting that will be held
on August 16 and updated on the LSA and Rock River Rescue efforts to work with LSID to increase
the amount of fish stocking this fall. Commissioners also discussed update for request to Dodge
County for Annual Lake Sinissippi USGS Monitoring Costs.

Beaver Dam Lake District Meeting Updates — Bill Foley discussed that the BDL District has
initiated a sonar survey of the Lake which will provide, depth, bottom condition and vegetation. This
will complete in August with DNR Water Quality review to follow. DNR Water Quality and BDL District
conducted a vegetation point intercept study at Trestle Bay. This will be the baseline for future
comparison. DNR Fishery will present their Rough Fish plan at the BDL annual meetings. The BDL
District annual meetings will be held August 9™, at 9 am at the Beaver Dam High School, and the
BDLIA annual meeting will be held on August 237, 8:30 am at the Randolph Village Community
room.

Fox Lake District Meeting Updates — Dale Macheel discussed that the Fox Lake Wastewater
reports large increase flow from Lake District system. MCO will check this out. The annual weed
treatment for the lake homeowner took place where 33 applied and 30 were treated. The audit was
completed. The annual goose roundup took place. The nanno bubblers would be $1,000,000 to
install with up to $700,000 to maintain it. A teams meeting will be held with Sawyer and Anna from
NRCS Field Office for bio reactor.

16. UPCOMING EVENTS:

HSHW Pianting Covers, July 29t
Southern Area Tour, Jefferson County, September 4th

17. NEXT MEETING: The next monthly meeting will be held on August 25% at 8:30 a.m.
18. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 5-Year Well Testing Program

19. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before this Committee. The meeting was
adjourned at 10:30 AM by Chairperson Johnson.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Fiand

/Cheryl Lcy
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Andrew Johnsén, Chairpérsoft nKraug Jr, Secret
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