DODGE COUNTY CONSERVATION/EXTENSION COMMITTEE
MINUTES
June 30, 2025

The Dodge County Conservation/Extension Committee met Monday, June 30t at 8:30 AM in the Dodge County
Administration Building, 15t Floor Auditorium, 127 East Oak Street, Juneau, WI.
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2,

CALL TO ORDER: Andrew Johnson — District 9, called the meeting to order at 8:41 AM.

PRESENT: Following members: Dale Macheel — District 3; Benjamin Priesgen ~ District 16; John Kraus Jr —
District 4; William Foley, Lake Representative; Lisa Derr — District 32; and Ken Weninger, Member of the
farming community.

Also present: Dave Frohling, County Board Chair; Cameron Clapper, County Administrator; Kim Nass,
Corporation Council; John Bohonek, County Conservationist; Cindy Sarkady, Interim Area Extension
Director; Manuel Pena, Regional Bilingual Dairy Educator; Pattie Carroll, Human Development &
Relationships Educator; Marie Witzel, Youth Development Educator; Pat Malone, Community Development
Educator; Amber Griswold, Extension Lead & Program Support Specialist; Cheryl Lohry, Administrative
Support Specialist; and several community members.

Chair Johnson moved to agenda item #4, approval of minutes before starting agenda item #3, Public
Comment.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Chair Johnson read the County Board Rules for Public Comment. Public Comment
was then opened up for the community. Several community members spoke during the public comment
section. Each community member was allowed to speak for two minutes. Majority of the comments made
were against supporting the Rock River Flood Group.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: John Kraus moves to approve minutes from May 19, 2025. Second by Ken
Weninger. Motion approved 7-0.

Chair Johnson moved back to agenda item #3, Public Comment.

APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY CHAIR FOR ITEM #6: Chair Johnson explained to the committee the
Robert Rules of Order and explained that the Vice Chair would normally take over; however, the Vice Chair
has also taken a position on funding to Town of Lebanon for the Rock River Flood Group; therefore,
appointing Secretary John Kraus as Temporary Chair to take over for agenda item #5. No objection was
heard from the committee.

ROCK RIVER FLOOD GROUP REQUEST FOR FUNDING: Acting Chair Kraus notes that this agenda item
is for committee discussion only, no public comment. County Attorney Nass addressed the committee that
any request for county funding needs to meet the public purpose doctrine embedded in the Wisconsin
Constitution. The public purpose doctrine states that request for county funding or funding by county
resources needs to benefit the public as a whole. Her conclusion after reviewing the documents submitted is
that the funding request, as it stands to a private entity, does not qualify under the public purpose doctrine.
After discussion by the committee, motion by Derr to not provide funding to the Rock River Flood Group
based on its request for funding going to a private entity. Second by Weninger. Further discussion was had.
Motion was approved 6-1 by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Derr, Weninger, Priesgen, Macheel, Foley,
Kraus. Nos: Johson.

Temp Chair Kraus returned the meeting back over to Chair Johnson.
Chair Johnson announced a 2-minute recess.

UW EXTENTION UPDATE: Cindy Sarkady gives update on UW Extension, notes FoodWise may be
eliminated due to the One Big Beautiful Bili (OBBB). Lisa Derr asks how many members of the public would
be affected. Cindy Sarkady Cindy states that she will send out an email with the information to the Lisa Derr.

MANUEL PENA, REGIONAL BILINGUAL DAIRY EDUCATOR “DODGE COUNTY DAIRY UPDATES":
The dairy educator has been actively involved in an ongoing needs assessment, with the goal of building
trust and strengthening connections among local farmers. A central focus of his work is on bilingual
communication, which promotes active dialogue befween farmers and their workers, while aiso enhancing
the effectiveness of training programs. To support this effort, he is:
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e Providing educational materials in both English and Spanish, such as the Bovinoticias newsletter,
webinars, and articles. This ensures accessibility and inclusion for Spanish-speaking farmworkers.

» Conducting a research survey in collaboration with Michigan State University at farms employing
Spanish-speaking workers. The goal is to document strategies used to bridge communication gaps
between farmers and employees.

» The educator emphasizes that bilingual programming is not designed exclusively for the Hispanic
community, but rather as an effort to make existing English-language resources fully available in
Spanish as well—including all newly developed materials.

Additionally, he shared the following updates: Extension is working to revive the Tractor Safety Program, an
essential initiative for promoting farm safety. There have been no reported cases of avian influenza in cattle
within the state at this time. However, the Dairy Team continues to monitor the situation closely to be
prepared to support farmers if needed.

OTHER AGENCY ADVISOR MONTHLY UPDATES ON SIGNIFICANT WORK ACTIVITIES & ISSUES:
Sawyer Schmidt discussed with the committee that they Conservation Stewardship Program contract
deadline is 7/2/25. They have 12 new CSP contracts approved in Dodge County. Site visits have been
completed for Farm Service Agency random Highly Erodible Land/Wetland Compliance checks for the year.
Landowners with compliance issues will be notified to begin the correction process. No-till/Strip till checks
for participations in USDA programs are wrapping up. The remainder time they will spend in the field
addressing resource concern issues with new applicants. Construction projects across the county have
been progressing.

Matt Peplinski discussed with the committee that the FSA COC nomination period is open until August 1,
2025. The MASC round two payments were sent out last week. There is no news on CRP accepted offers
as of yet, and that crop reporting is in full swing. About 60% done, and the deadline is July 15, 2025.

REQUEST FROM LAKE SINISSIPPI IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR USGS
MONITORING STATIONS ON LAKE SINISSIPPI: Matheus address the committee about the request.
Motion by Derr to table this until the next meeting. Second by Weniger. Motion approved 6-0 with Johnson
abstaining.

5-YEAR WELL TESTING PROGRAM FINAL SUMMARY PRESENTAITON FROM KEVIN MASARIK: A
summary presentation was presented to the committee from Masarik about the findings of the 5-year well
testing program. The goal of the program was to get good baseline data and try to find out if the
groundwater well water quality is getting better or worse. Questions and answers were heard. Bohonek
requested Masarik give a couple of cost estimates for the upcoming budget on if the county went ahead with
the full five-year program as we are now and what that contract would look like, and then another one if the
county targeted all the wells that were five parts per million or higher.

AUTHORIZE SIGNING 5-YEAR SWRM MASTER CONTRACT WITH DATCP: Bohonek updated the
committee about the 5-year SWRM Master Contract with DATCP. Motion by Macheel to authorize. Second
by Derr. Motion approved 7-0.

LAND AND WATER VIDEO “SOIL AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GRANTS”: The committee
made the consensus to move onto the next agenda item due to time constraints.

DISCUSS POSSIBLE RESEARCH PROJECTS ON DODGE COUNTY’S AIRPORT FARM: Bohonek
updated the committee that Will Fulder, Cameron Clapper, and Dave Frohling and him met to go over the
options. Currently there is a request for proposals available on the website and went out in the UW
Extension newsletter. LWCD newsletter there will be information on there as well.

AUTHORIZE REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST FROM DATCP FOR PRODUCER LED GRANT: Bohonek
updated the committee that this is for the Farmer lead group. Motion by Priesgen to authorize. Second by
Weniger. Motion approved 7-0.

DISCUSS DODGE COUNTY’S EXPLORATION INTERSHIP PROGRAM: Bohonek updated the committee
on the internship program. We had one intern aiready in our department out of the three interns. Currently
one did attend that meeting and will be in the LWCD next week, and the last one will be at the end of July.

COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:

* Lake Sinissippi District Meeting Updates — Andrew Johnson discussed the LSID committee met
on June 3 and discussed the 2026 budget, gave an update on the Cormorant Harassment Permit
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and inviting a representative from Rock River Group to a future meeting. The committee also
prepped for their annual meeting which will be held on August 16, A follow up was discussed on the
Dodge County Lake Plain, and updates were made on the Lake Management Plan. Committee
members approved LSID to request funding from Dodge County for Lake Sinissippi United States
Geological Survey Monitoring Costs for $6,500 per year.

e Beaver Dam Lake District Meeting Updates — Bill Foley discussed that the Beaver Dam
Watershed was divided into sub-watershed segments in order to sample and analyze in better detail.
Beaver Creek, Mill Creek, and Rakes Bay were previously studied by the UW WRM and Montgomery
Association. Last year the Trestle Bay and shoreline of the Town of Beaver Dam were surveyed.
This June the UW WRM Practicum for 2025 performed a shoreline assessment for the segments in
the Town of Westford and Fox Lake. The combination of this work will identify 95% of the BDL
Watershed. This more detailed analysis confirmed the findings of the UW WRM 2017 and
Montgomery that the nutrient load due to watershed sources is 35% of the yearly amount.

¢ Fox Lake District Meeting Updates — Dale Macheel discussed that there is a new ordinance
pertaining to the wake sign. The sign states Wake Enhancements is prohibited. The sign is posted
on the iake along with instructions.

18. UPCOMING EVENTS:

e Southern Area Tour, Jefferson County will be held September 4t.

e Notincluded on Agenda, National Association of Conservation District tour from July 25t — 29t
19. NEXT MEETING: The next monthly meeting will be held on July 28th at 8:30 a.m.
20. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:

¢ Request from Lake Sinissippi Improvement District for Financial Support

21. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before this Committee. The meeting was
adjourned at 11:09 AM by Chairperson Johnson.

Respectfully submitted,

Amber Griswold/Cheryl Lo W
. £,

JohrUKraus Jr, Secretary”

w
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